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Reader Briefing

April 17, 1973.

Officer Elijah Booker responded to a disturbance near the abandoned feed mill in St. Aubin Parish.
When he arrived, there was no victim—only blood, a brass uniform button, and the unmistakable
sense that someone had erased the truth before police arrived.

As the department's only Black officer, Booker quietly began preserving duplicate records after
evidence and notes started disappearing from official files. He labeled the folder CASE FILE ZERO,
believing that if justice could not survive his generation, perhaps it would survive long enough for
someone else to find it.

Decades later, fragments of those records resurfaced in the St. Aubin Archive, setting in motion the
mystery that will ultimately confront Merrick Jameson in The Hollow Badge.




